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Definition: Critical thinking is a habit of mind characterized by the comprehensive exploration of issues, ideas, artifacts, and events before accepting or formulating an opinion or conclusion.
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	Explanation of Issues
	Issue/problem to be considered critically is stated, described, and clarified so that understanding is not seriously impeded by omissions.
	Issue/problem to be considered critically is stated, but description leaves some terms undefined, ambiguities unexplored, boundaries undetermined, and/or backgrounds unknown.
	Issue/problem to be considered critically is stated without clarification or description.
	

	Evidence
	Information is taken from source(s) with enough interpretation/evaluation to develop a coherent analysis or synthesis.
	Information is taken from source(s) with some interpretation/evaluation, but not enough to develop a coherent analysis or synthesis.
	Information is taken from source(s) without any interpretation/evaluation.
	

	Perspective
	Other’s points of view are acknowledged within position (perspective, thesis, or hypothesis).
	Specific perspective, thesis, or hypothesis) acknowledges different sides of an issue.
	Specific perspective, thesis, or hypothesis is stated but is simple and obvious.
	

	Rating Total
	

	/9



*Adopted from the AACU Value Rubrics
